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SPECIAL BIOMAP ISSUE

On the Cover: Beauty and biodiversity in abundance
are things that Bay State residents have long taken for
granted, but retaining our rich natural heritage for
future generations in the face of intense development
pressures requires public commitment, funding, and
the newly created land protection “blueprint” called
BioMap featured in this issue.    Photo by Bill Byrne

Conserving Insects? 2
— by Michael Nelson and Jennifer Loose

If we can protect the most specialized of our native
insects through habitat protection and management,
we will ensure the survival of almost every other
species that lives within their natural communities …

BioMap: Guiding Land Conservation for
Biodiversity in Massachusetts     10

— Andy Finton and Claire Corcoran
Based on decades of rare species and natural
community data, BioMap provides a new and
essential tool for conserving the native wildlife
resources of the Commonwealth ...

Using the BioMap to Protect Biodiversity 22
— by Lynn Harper and Andy Finton

Want to help protect the habitat in your town that's
crucial to the perpetuation of biodiversity?  Here's
advice on how to prioritize conservation efforts and
find the resources necessary for success …

Saving Habitat for Herps 28
— Scott M. Melvin and Suzanne C. Fowle

The rapid decline of many of our native reptiles and
amphibians presents conservationists with a host of
challenges, not the least of which is that species that
live the longest may be the most difficult to save …
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